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BLAKES SECURITIES PRACTICE
ASSISTING CHINESE COMPANIES

Blakes is one of Canada’s oldest, largest and best-known law firms with a presence that spans the
country. Although we are a proudly Canadian firm, our business is truly global. Close to 600 Blakes
lawyers provide services from major cities in Canada, as well as Beijing, London, New York and
Chicago.

For many years, Blakes has advised international companies on significant cross-border legal issues, and
assisted many foreign businesses successfully expand into Canada. In 1998, we enhanced our ability to
provide Canadian legal advice to Chinese clients by opening an office in Beijing, and are the only
Canadian law firm with an office in China.

Blakes has one of the largest securities practice groups in Canada and is a leader in the area of corporate
finance. Lawyers in this group act for issuers and underwriters in public offerings and for bidders or target
companies in take-over bids. Blakes also deals with stock exchange listings, private placements and a
wide variety of other securities matters. Blakes has been at the forefront of international developments
and has been deeply involved with international offerings into Canada.

In recent years, Blakes has assisted our issuer and underwriter clients in public offerings to raise billions
of dollars in capital. Among the various transactions, Blakes has acted on one of the largest equity
offerings in Canadian history, the largest equity offering ever by a Canadian mining company, and
Canada’s largest mining initial public offering this decade. Blakes is also ranked the number one law firm
in Canada for mergers and acquisitions by Chambers Global: The World’s Leading Lawyers for Business
in the last few years.

Blakes has excellent working relationships with all the Canadian securities commissions and stock
exchanges. Blakes edits the TSX Filing Guide which the TSX provides to help its listed issuers meet the
filing and reporting requirements of TSX and Canadian securities law.

Blakes has also advised Chinese clients in a number of major acquisitions and investments in Canada. As
one case study, Blakes represents Hanfeng Evergreen Inc., a Canadian-headquartered company with its
operations in China. From its origins in Dalian, Hanfeng Evergreen has now grown to be a leading
provider of value-added fertilizer to China’s agricultural and urban greening sectors, with operations in
Shanghai, Jiangsu and Heilongjiang, with a current market value of its shares on the TSX of
approximately $200,000,000. Blakes has represented Hanfeng on its securities matters, from its
graduation from the TSX Venture Exchange to gain its listing on the senior Toronto Stock Exchange,
through two offerings of equity shares in the Canadian markets, that raised over $40,000,000, and in
obtaining operating and development loans from Export Development Corporation of Canada and Bank
of China (Canada).

In 2006, Hanfeng Evergreen and Blakes set a new precedent, when Hanfeng Evergreen held its annual
shareholders meeting in Jiangsu. This is the first time that a Canadian public company has ever held its
annual shareholders meeting in China.

Blakes also represents Silvercorp Metals Inc. in relation to its corporate financing, acquisition, securities
and general regulatory compliance matters. Silvercorp Metals Inc. leads all “China Concept” mining
companies listed on TSX in terms of market capitalisation.

In addition, Blakes has regularly assisted other Canadian companies including many TSX or TSX
Venture companies, in their investment and operations in China.
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